SCIENTIFC LAB WRITE UP FORMAT
· Your lab write up should be neat and organized.  Typed reports are preferred.

TITLE:  Give the lab investigation an appropriate title.

PROBLEM:  The problem refers to the overall purpose or question that is to be answered.

HYPOTHESIS:  The hypothesis is a prediction based on previous observations.  “If, then”
                          statements are considered the most appropriate but are not always possible.

                          If an “if, then” statement is not appropriate, use the following format:

                          “It was hypothesized that…”.

VARIABLES:  Identify and list the experimental variables:
· manipulated variable – the variable that is changed (independent variable)

· responding variable – the variable that is being measured (dependent variable)

· controlled variables – at least 2 variables that are kept constant throughout the lab

MATERIALS:  List all materials used in the experiment (including consumables and equipment)

PROCEDURE:  Provide a step-by-step description of the methods to be followed.  The procedure

                          must be logical and thorough enough to be repeated by another person.  You may

                          choose to include drawings/diagrams to provide a more clear understanding.

OBSERVATIONS:  Quantitative – measurements and data tables

                                Qualitative – a detailed description of what is taking place in the investigation

ANALYSIS/CONCLUSION:  Quantitative – graphs made using data tables (graphs must be properly 
 


        labeled – title, legend if necessary, x-axis and y-axis with appropriate units)




        Qualitative – a written conclusion summarizing the events of the lab.

                                                Your conclusion should include the following information:

· confirm or refute the hypothesis 

· completely summarize all data and provide explanations if possible

· give 2  sources of experimental error (excluding human error)

· explain how such errors could be avoided in the future

· present 1 suggestion for possible further experimentation

